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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

MEDIA STATEMENT

If the United Nations Cannot Stop Dehumanization,
Who Is Left to Defend Humanity?
5 August 2026

As the world discusses who will become the next Secretary-General of the United Nations (UN),
the Citizen-Led Accountability Network (CLAN) believes a far more important guestion must be asked.

Is the world choosing a new leader—or merely a new face to preside over the same failures?

For years, the international community has witnessed a dangerous pattern: hate speech evolves into dehumanization.
Dehumanization leads to discrimination. Discrimination escalates into violence. And in the aftermath, the world
convenes another emergency meeting, issues another statement, and once again promises that such tragedies will
"never happen again.”

Yet they continue to happen.

What is the value of a global institution if it can adopt thousands of resolutions, yet fail to prevent the normalization
of hatred against human beings?

What does “Never Again” truly mean if people continue to be portrayed as threats, burdens, enemies, or merely
statistics, while insufficient action is taken to protect their dignity?

The greatest failure facing the international community today is not the absence of international law.

Its greatest failure is allowing dehumanization to become an accepted language while humanity itself is
becoming an increasingly silent voice.

The next Secretary-General of the United Nations must be more than an administrator.

The next Secretary-General must become the moral voice of the international community.

@ He or she must have the courage to identify dehumanization as a direct threat to international peace and security.

® He or she must demand accountability whenever hate speech creates the conditions for serious human rights viclations.

@® He or she must defend human dignity without regard to race, religion, nationality, political affiliation, or geopolitical
interests.

If new leadership merely repeats the language of comfortable diplomacy while people continue to lose their dignity,
then the world is not resolving a crisis.

It is simply managing failure.
CLAN calls upon all United Nations Member States to evaluate candidates for Secretary-General not only by their

diplomatic experience, but by a far more fundamental question:

Do they possess the moral courage to defend humanity when humanity itself is being denied?

History will not judge the United Nations by the number of meetings it convenes.

History will judge whether the United Nations chose to act when human dignity was under assault—
or whether it chose to remain silent.

if the world’s highest multilateral institution is unable to defend human dignity, then the true crisis is no
longer a failure of systems. The true crisis is the erosion of moral courage in global leadership.

Citizen-Led Accountability Network (CLAN)
“Words Matter. Humanity Matters. Truth Matters.”
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